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LONDON: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1903.

The Opening of the Medical Schools :
Introductory Addresses.- - -- _ - - _ - -

THIS year the introductory addresses at the opening of J

the winter session at the various medical schools, both

metropolitan and provincial, were of more than usual I
. 

interest, because they were less reminiscent of the medical

pedagogy to which for so many years we have been accus-
tomed. In certain instances the opportunity was taken
to impart to the neophyte in medicine salutary admoni-
tions on the necessity for a proper and Hippocratic appre-
ciation of his future responsibilities, and this, we think, is a

rightful use of the occasion on which introductory addresses
are delivered. Similarly Sir DYCE DuCKWORTH’s address
to the students of the Medical Faculty of the University of

Liverpool inculcated a very proper spirit. This address we

published in full last week. As a whole, however, the

addresses, apparently infected with the prevailing epidemic
of Imperial expansion, took a more ambitious view of their
objective and dealt with matters of national, if not of

cosmopolitan, importance. Particularly so was this the

case in the instance of the address delivered to the

students of King’s College Hospital by Sir JOHN A.

COCKBURN and of the address delivered to the students

of St. Mary’s Hospital by Mr. V. WARREN Low. Sir JOHN

COCKBURN in an interesting manner pointed out the

analogies between the development of empire and the

organic evolution of individuals. Mr. Low took as his

subject the relationship of the military medical service to

the civil profession and outlined a scheme for preventing
the confusion, mismanagement, overlapping of duties, and

general condition of unpreparedness which distinguished all

- departments of the medical service in the recent war in

South Africa. The main principles which were advocated
in Mr. Low’s scheme were as follows : (1) organisa-
tion with the Royal Army Medical Corps as a frame-

work ; (2) for the medical reserve officer temporary
rank equivalent to that of the regular service ; (3)
annual registraticn and payment while on duty ; (4) gradua-
tion according to civil standing ; and (5) appointments
to definite army corps and if possible to definite units.

The experiences of the late war brought to light many
anomalies of administration and many personal grievances,
especially in the relationship between the regulars and the
volunteer civilians, The scheme which Mr. Low’s personal
experience in South Africa has enabled him to indicate

deserves the consideration of the proper authorities. It is

a clear, well-considered, and suggestive proposal for the

organisation of a civilian medical reserve for the military
medical services.

At the Yorkshire College, Leeds, Professor SCHAFEB, in Ieagerly pressing for reforms in our methods of education,

touched upon another subject of the first Imperial import-
ance. He congratulated the College on its newly granted
charter and on its limitless opportunities for working out
its own destiny on new and improved lines unhampered
by the fetters of hide-bound traditions. He insisted on the

superior advantages of practical work in the laboratories

and of practical demonstration in the wards, as com-

pared with the benefits to be derived from the attendance
at lectures. The pertinence of this remark is self-evident
when we realise that in these days of good text-books

certain lectures have lost their raison d’etre as instruments

of education, a point upon which we recently enlarged in a

leading article. Professor SCHAFER strongly advocated the
relegation of the study of most of the preliminary
scientific subjects to that period of the educational cur-

riculum which is antecedent to joining the medical

school. We think that every year this becomes the more

usual order of procedure and elementary chemistry, physics,
and biology are now more often than not studied at school

by those who intend eventually to take up the profession
of medicine. A further suggestion on the part of the

lecturer was that candidates for a medical diploma or degree
should have at least the option of offering themselves for
examination in the various subjects separately, as far as

possible immediately after the courses in these several sub-

jects were completed. This method, as opposed to that of

grouping several subjects together, has probably as much
to be said against it as for it-indeed, it lends encourage-
ment to a system of cramming and superficial reading. If

Professor SCHAFER had the appointment of the examiners
the plan might work, but the examiners who can distinguish
between real knowledge and the appearance of knowledge
that is lent by cramming are not numerous. As regards the

sequence in which, according to Professor SCHAFER, the

various subjects sleild be taught in an up-to-date and pro-
gressive medical school, such as that of the Yorkshire

College aspires to be, we agree with his views ; indeed, his
scheme represents closely the method and order adopted in
our metropolitan schools.
At the Charing Cross Hospital an interesting departure

from conventional precedent was initiated by the invitation
to Sir CHARLES WYNDHAM to deliver the opening address.
The justification of this proceeding will be at once admitted
by those who read the abbreviated report of his address

which is reproduced in another part of our present issue.

Although, to quote his own words, "his operations are now
conducted in a theatre which is not strictly of a surgical
character," nevertheless from a medical point of view, and by
reason of the validity of his diplomas, there was nothing
incongruous in this great actor divesting himself of his

histrionic mask and addressing himself to a body of

young students. Indeed, from his necessarily wide ex-

perience of worldly matters it is likely that his advice

would carry at least as much weight in the estimation

of his audience as would the words of any eminent

physician or surgeon who, though occupying a high place
in the medical profession, would probably possess a

more limited and circumscribed knowledge of human

affairs. Sir CHARLES WYNDHAM urged on his audience

the necessity of showing moral courage in the conductof their professional duties ; "in this age," he added,
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"when the smaller vices are multiplying, each with its

attendant nemesis of disease, have the courage to call things
by their proper names ; if a patient courts death or misery
by drink, drugs, or vicious life, tell him so in the plainest
terms. Do not disguise the truth by some euphemistic Greek
phrase ending in ’itis.’" This advice is perfectly sound.

There are cases known to all of us in which the patients
may be intimidated into a fitting condition of submissive-
ness by the very verbosity of the high-sounding nomen-
clature which Sir CHARLES WYNDHAM deplores, but that is
a small exception to the rule that plain speaking is generally
the proper course. And plain speaking does not connote
blunt rudeness and vulgarity. Our professional relationship
with patients requires the exhibition of a quality-namely,
tact-which can only be acquired by experience and by
those only who have natural gifts for its acquisition. The

example which Sir CHARLES WYNDHAM has set in making
his introductory address an occasion for appealing to the

humorous as well as to the serious instincts of his audience

is one which is well worthy of being followed on similar
occasions in the future.

Accident or Disease? A Question
in the Working of Compensation

Acts.
THE Act dealing with compensation to workmen for

accidental injuries suffered in the course of their employ-
ment, which came into force some five years ago, was

calculated to be of considerable benefit to the labouring
classes. This we allowed at the passing of the Act and an
experience of its working since has confirmed this view.

Certain trades and occupations have risks inseparable from
the nature of the work which has to be undertaken and it

is only just that the masters should be compelled to

adopt every possible precaution for the safety of the men
in their employ. A widespread system of insurance enables
them to do so without imposing upon themselves, at any
rate in most cases and with ordinary circumspection, an

undue burden. But although the Act seems to have worked
well hitherto there are not wanting indications that it is

possible for the law to be subjected to serious attempts at
abuse and if this be so amendment must be attempted. It

is a curious fact that the classes in which are included

operatives and labourers are prone to misuse the laws made
for their benefit. They love to apply these to purposes for
which they were never intended. Trade unions are a striking
example of this statement. Originally they were regarded
as illegal combinations, but they obtained legal recogni-
tion on the understanding that they were necessary to

prevent tyranny on the part of the employers of labour. It

is certain that they have done this and have led to the
amelioration in many respects of the conditions under which
certain trades are carried on, but the trade unions have on

occasions been perverted to obstructive tactics with the

most pernicious effects on the commerce of the country.
The details of the Taff Vale case sufficiently prove the

mischief that may be done by a trade union working
improperly.
The peril which menaces the benefits conferred by the

Workmen’s Compensation Act has not yet made much

appearance in England but two instances of possible
abuse under similar legislation in France have been

recently referred to by our Paris correspondent. 1 In both

cases an attempt was made to include improperly under
the term accident" " an illness or disease contracted

by a workman during his employment. In the first

instance a worker in a glass factory contracted

syphilis through using a blow-pipe which it was alleged
had been infected by one of his fellow labourers.

He thereupon demanded damages from his employers
and brought the matter before the courts. The judge
nonsuited the plaintiff on the ground that he had adduced
no proof that syphilis had been contracted in the manner

alleged, while a further proof of the weakness of the case

lay in the fact that his fellow workman was examined

medically and showed no trace of syphilis. In the second

case a railway porter referred a pulmonary haemorrhage to
the strain of lifting a trunk which was too heavy for him.
At the time of the so-called accident he presented no signs
of pulmonary tuberculosis but the disease manifested itself
within a short period and he accordingly, with the advice
of his medical attendant, sued the railway company for
damages. The railway company, dreading a case against
it which might in the future be used as a precedent,
preferred to compromise the matter by paying the plaintiff
a sum of money. It seems to us a matter of regret that
this course of action was adopted, as it lays the railway
company and similar bodies open to claims of this sort in

the future, a development which would lead to action on
the part of employers of labour of a sort which could not
fail to be irksome to the employed classes. Labour agitators
would, we think, have no difficulty in inducing the employed
to believe that such actions at law as those to which we

have alluded are for their benefit. We trust, however,
that no attempts in this direction will be made, as disastrous
results would be likely to follow. If the workman who

claimed compensation from his employers because he had
contracted syphilis from a fellow workman had proved
successful in his case the employers would have been

perfectly justified in discharging every man on their wage-
roll who showed signs of syphilis. And as the individual

infected with syphilis will often, and naturally, deny ever
having had the disease a further step might be expected-
namely, refusal of employment to any man having a

cutaneous eruption in case it should be of a syphilitic
nature. With respect to tuberculosis a similar course of
action would be justified if such a symptom as pulmonary
haemorrhage were held to be an accident within the meaning
of the Workmen’s Compensation Act. Not only would the

unfortunate victims of the disease suffer by being discharged
from their work but any man or woman who developed a
cough would run the risk of dismissal on the plea that
"consumption might be developing."
We need not enter into the many questions which have

arisen in respect of the measure of the infectivity of tuber-
culosis ; suffice it to say that if due precautions are taken
the risk of infection is reduced to a very small one. If an

employe is known to be tuberculous it is the duty of the

employer to see, as far as possible, that all means are

adopted to prevent the sufferer from becoming a danger to

1 THE LANCET, Sept. 19th, 1903, p. 854.


